The effect of bilateral kainic acid-induced lateral habenula lesions on dopamine-mediated behaviors.
Bilateral kainic acid-induced lateral habenula lesions produced dose specific alterations in dopamine mediated behaviors in the rat. Intermediate doses of apomorphine and amphetamine produced potentiated stereotypic responsiveness while higher doses produced a behavioral response similar to that observed in sham-operated and virgin controls. Autoreceptor specific doses of apomorphine and its associated behavioral hypoactivity was unaffected by lesions. Animals with lesions did not exhibit the response potentiation normally induced by chronic haloperidol treatment.